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formed by the social contract, in which each indi-
vidual "puts in common his person and his whole
"power under the supreme direction of the general
"will1." The act of association "produces a moral
" and collective body, which is composed of as many
"members as the assembly has voices, and which
"receives from this same act its unity, its common
"self, its life and its will2." The State, according
to Hobbes, was a Leviathan which stood over
against the pigmies combined in it; according to
Locke, it is a condition which guarantees freedom
of personal action to the people whose property it
protects; but against such views Rousseau protests.
Our publicists, he says, "make the sovereign a fan-
"tastic being formed of connected parts; it is as if
"they composed a man of several bodies, one with
"eyes, another with arms, another with feet and
"nothing else. The Japanese conjurers, it is said,
"cut up a child before the eyes of the spectators;
" then throwing all its limbs into the air, they make
" the child come down again, alive and whole. Such
"almost are the jugglers' tricks of our publicists;
" after dismembering the social body by a deception
"worthy of the fair, they recombine its parts no-
"body knows how3." According to Rousseau the
State comes into being by a social contract, and
continues to act as the general will of those who have
formed themselves into a State. The general will,

1 Social Contract, p. no.         3 Ibid. p. no.
8 Ibid. p. 121.